



THE CORRELATION BETWEEN STUDENT’S 
MISBEHAVIOR WITH ENGLISH LEARNING 
ACHIEVEMENT  OF THE EIGHT GRADE STUDENTS 
 
Riris Marlentera, Sudarsono, Dewi Novita 
English Education Study Program of Languages and Arts Education 
Department of Teacher Training and Education Faculty, Tanjungpura 
University, Pontianak 
email : riris.marlentera@gmail.com 
Abstract: This research was conducted to verify the previous research 
finding shown by Wini Miaryuna (2008). The number of Year-8 students of 
“SMP Negeri 16 Pontianak” are 331 people. The sample is year-8 B, which 
consist of 32 students. This research using direct and indirect technique. To 
gather the data, checklist item, tally, daily score,mid score and final score 
are used in order to observe the data. The research found out that the typical 
misbehavior in the classroom was looking outside,beside, back and front. 
The average degree of students’ achievement who doing misbehaviour in 
learning English is 5.7 and the average degree of students’ achievement who 
do not doing misbehavior is 7.2. The degree of the correlation between 
students’misbehavior and the students’ English learning achievement is (-
0.77) it is categorized strong correlation. This result showed that there is a 
negative correlation between students misbehavior and students’ English 
learning achievement. 
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Abstrak : Penelitian ini bertujuan membuktikan penelitian sebelum nya 
oleh Wini Miaryuna (2008). Total keseluruhan murid kelas 8 SMP N 16 
Pontianak adalah 331 orang. Kelas yang di ambil untuk penelitian adalah 
kelas 8B,yang terdiri dari 32 siswa. Penelitian ini menggunakan teknik 
langsung dan tidak langsung. Untuk mengumpulkan data digunakan  tabel 
ceklis, nilai sehari-hari, nilai mid dan nilai ulangan akhir. Penelitian 
menemukan bahwa kelakuan buruk yang sering di perlihatkan murid adalah 
melihat keluar,kesamping ke depan dan belakang. Nilai rata- rata murid 
yang melakukan kebiasaan buruk adalah 5.7 dan nilai rata-rata murid yang 
tidak melakukan nya adalah 7.2. rata-rata dari korelasi antara kelakuan 
buruk murid dengan nilai mereka adalah (-0.77) yang dikategorikan sebagai 
korelasi kuat. Hasil ini menunjukkan bahwa ada hubungan antara kelakuan 
buruk murid saat dikelas dengan nilai bahasa inggris yang mereka capai. 
 
Kata Kunci : Penelitian Kualitative, Teknik Langsung dan Tidak 





 classroom teacher may be aware that s/he needs to deal with students 
behavior problems. The students’ misbehaviors in the classroom may 
interfere teaching activities. If the teaching learning process is disrupted 
by students, it could make teachers feel uncomfortable. And because of that 
situation it will turn out that other students who didn’t doing misbehavior may not 
be able to concentrate on study. The teacher needs to motivate the misbehavior 
student by using various techniques and interesting media. Because if the teacher 
teach the students using various technique it can’t makes the students feel bored 
when the teachers explains the material. 
This research focuses on the misbehavior produced by the students. 
Misbehavior is the behavior that (1) interferes teaching acts; and (2) interferes the 
rights of others to learn (James and James, 1996; 22).  
The most common behaviors the teacher needs to deal with on a day-to-day 
are: (1) verbal interruptions, (2) off-task behaviors, (3) disruptive physical 
movement intended, and (4) disrespect toward teachers and students. If a 
classroom is characterized by such a misbehavior , the teaching and learning 
environment is adversely affected. For this reason the writer present research 
investigate the correlation between students’ misbehavior students’ English 
Learning achievement. 
Studies on similar topic were done by Dian Wahyuni (2002) and Wini 
Miaryuna (2008). They conducted this study in the same place but the findings  
were different. Dian Wahyuni found out about the correlation between the 
students misbehavior and their English learning achievement was positive. But, 
after 6 years, Wini Miaryuna found out the correlation between misbehavior and 
their English learning achievement was negative. 
In reference to this constradicting finding, the writer is interested to conduct 
the study to confirm which one of them is correct.  
The researcher were collected data from “SMP Negeri 16 Pontianak”. These 
data were analyzed by correlationing the students’ misbehavior with the student’s 
achievement in learning English. The research goal is to contribute the 
improvement of the quality of teaching and learning process in SMP Negeri 16 
Pontianak in particularly.  
Burden and Byrd state “misbehavior is any student behavior that is perceived 
by the teacher to compete with or threaten the academic action at the particular 
moment.” Misbehavior creates disruption in the academic flow of classroom 
activities, but not every infraction of a rule is necessarily misbehavior. Therefore, 
misbehavior needs to be seen as action in context and requires a considerable 
amount of interpretation when decisions are made about the misbehavior. 
Meanwhile, Shringley (1979) in Levin & Nolan (1996:21), argue : “any behaviors 
that disrupts the teaching act or is psychologically unsafe constitutes a Disruptive 
behaviors “. In short misbehavior like physical violence appears in the classroom, 
it does not only interferes with the activity of teaching act and the student but also 
can interfere with the mental or physic of teacher and students. 
Misbehavior can come from the group of the students. Rubel (1997) cited in 
Saunders (1979:95) that disruptive behaviors are exclusively group even design to 





According to James and James (1996:22) “Misbehavior is behavior that 
interferes with teaching act; interferes with the rights of others to learn; is 
psychologically or physically unsafe, or destroys property. This definition covers 
not only the student who calls out, defaces property, or disturb other students but 
also the common behaviors that teachers are confronted with each day. 
Students doing misbehavior because there is something that they do not like. 
It can be the lesson, teachers or school it self. “There are two issues why students 
misbehave”. In addition they are explained that many students behave in different 
way, depending on their teacher and school they are attending. Similarly, many 
pupils are misbehave only with certain teachers. The second issues relate and 
concern the teachers’s tolerance level for different form of behaviors. There are 
some teachers who do not like if students are close to them and if students 
misbehave they will consider the students as misbehave. Hendrick (1987:12) 
Then Lowensteins cited in Galloway at al (1985:2) define Disruptive 
behaviours as : “any behavior short of Physical violence interferes with the 
teaching process and/or upset the normal running of the school. Meanwhile, 
Shringley (1979) cited in Levin & Nolan (1996:21), that “any behaviors that 
disrupts theteaching act or is psychologically or physically violence appears in the 
classroom it does not only interferes with the activity of the teaching act and the 
student but also can interfere with the mental or physic of teacher and student”. 
Behavior is either internally or externally caused. Instead, it is the result of 
the interaction between an individual and the environment especially, the 
physiological, physical, and psychosocial environment combine to affect the 
behavior or an individual, (Evans, Evans and Schmid, 1989:196). 
The environments of students influence their behavior in school. Klausmeier 
states that environmental factors often influence students’ behavior : First, family 
Situation. Second, peer Group. For the students in peer groups that engage in 
frequent misbehavior or delinquency, the most effective way to resist further 
misbehavior is to terminate their association with that groups. Third, television 
viewing. The influence of television has become more evident. Television teaches 
children to behave in socially acceptable ways but also causes problems. Busch 
and Hornik cited in Klausmeire (1983:428) propose that students who view 
television many hours daily do not learn reading and listening skills. Not having 
these skills, they are unable to perform many of the learning tasks of the typical 
classroom and thus experience discipline problem. Fourth, social psychological 
climate of the school. Each school is a social system with a unique social – 
psychological environment and has been viewed in recent years as a major cause 
of its own problem the following conditions as contributing to a school 
environment the fosters students’ misbehavior and discipline problems can cause 
Grossly inadequate vocational guidance; too many harmful teachers; lack of 
individual instruction; inadequate curriculum; lack of personal support and too 
few alternative ways to learn. Fifth, teachers’ behavior. Teachers whose 
classroom are disorganized, whose instructional units are poorly planned and 
whose attitudes toward students are negative have a degrading effect on students’ 
self-concepts. These included insensitivity to the students’ individuality, 




instruction in nonfunctional skills, and harsh method of controlling students’ 
behavior. 
 No matter how carefully the teachers teach positive behavior, students will 
still sometimes misbehave, and the writer tries to classification of the students; 
misbehavior. According to the experts, the categories are : verbal interruptions, 
off-task behaviors, physical movement intended to disrupt and disrespect towards 
teacher and students. 
Verbal interruption particularly appear in the classroom are : It is considers 
being misbehavior if the students are singing or humming while doing exercises 
and while teacher gives explanation, shouting can cause misbehavior in group 
such as shouting to the other friend that pass in from of their class. It can make the 
students pay less attention to teacher’s explanation, this misbehavior can cause 
misbehavior in group. The aspects such as saying an expression that makes other 
students in the classroom laughing out loud; saying an expression to embrace 
other students that makes the students gives a bad respond; and making a joke 
with the students around him or her. 
The aspects of off-task behavior that typically appear in the classroom are : 
This action make students lose attention to the explanation given by the     teacher, 
plays something for example playing game on cellular phone can make students 
pay less attention to the lesson, these negatives behaviors include looking toward 
the door, window and ceiling, looking the row and looking up the wall or under 
the table or chair. This action makes students pay less attention to the explanation, 
druming the table. This misbehavior can be done by using hand, pen or ruler. This 
action makes students less attention to the explanation. It can cause noise in the 
classroom that disturbs other students, eating or drinking. This action makes 
students pay less attention to the explanation and impolite to do, making up. This 
action is impolite to do. 
Physical movement can disrupt the other students by physical movement, in 
general, there are some kinds of physical movements that can disturb the other 
students in the classrom   :Passing notes make students pay less attention to the 
teachers’ explanation and also disrupt other students who want to learn seriously, 
sitting on the desk or on two legs of the chair is impolite to do, throwing objects, 
for instance, throwing paper, throwing type-x, pen and ruler. These action are 
impolite to do, disturbing other students (especially the own who has type-x); 
caused conflict (if the objects hit other students) 
An individual student or a group of students or even the entire class can 
produce misbehaviors. In general, There are 3 kinds of disrespects toward teacher 
: First, telling abusive words to other students can create conflict in the 
classroom.Second, talking back is impolite to do by the students. Third, 
threatening other students can influence the students’ psychology because they 
will feel unsafe to themselves or to their properties. 
The last aspect of misbehavior of students is misbehavior by individuals. 
According to Burden and Byrd (1998:198) “inappropriate behavior by individual 
students can be classified into hyperactivity; inattentiveness; conduct disorder and 
impulsivity”. They are described as follow : (1) Hyperactivity – It is defined as a 




Behaviors include: (a) unable to sit still and fidgets, (b) talks to much, (c) cannot 
wait for pleasant things to happen, (d) constant demand for attention, (e) hums 
and makes other noises, (f) excitable, (g) overly anxious to please, and (h) 
awkward and poor general coordination. (2) Inattentiveness – the inability to 
complete works and activities has a high level of distractibility. Behaviors 
include: (a) doesn’t stay with games and activities, (b) doesn’t complete projects, 
(c) inattentive and distractible, (e) withdraws from new people and is shy, and (f) 
sitd finding with small objects. (3) Conduct disorder – the inability to accept 
correction, the tendency to tease others, and a high level of defiance. Behaviors 
includes (a) doesn’t stay with games and activities, (b) cannot accept correction, 
(c) teases others, (d) discipline doesn’t change behavior for long, (e) defiant and 
talks back, (f) moody, (g) fights, and (h) has difficulty in handling frustration. (4) 
Impulsivity – it has constant demand for attention, has an orientation to the 
present and is unpredictable. Behaviors include : (a) reckless and act carelessly, 
(b) has lost of accidents and (c) gets into things. 
Student behaviors always be an issue for every teachers because it can 
interfere with teaching and learning. And teachers must find ways to create a fun 




According to Ary et al (2010:148), a population is defined as all members of 
any well defined class of people, events or objects. The population in this research 
is the class of eight grade students at SMP N 16 Pontianak in academic year 
2012/2013, which consist about 331 people. 
This journal is a correlational study. It is the most widely used design in 
developmental research. This study functions to find out whether the research 
variable positively or negatively. The journal data were collected by direct and 
indirect technique. Direct technique is the technique to collect the data by direct 
observation in the classroom, and the indirect technique was the technique to 
collect from the document or documentary technique. In this case, writer using 
checklist item observation and raport book to collecting data. To compute the 
correlation of the students misbehavior with English learning achievement in 
learning, the writer use kind of formula. The finding result of misbehavior 
correlation  with the achievement will be classified into the criteria of correlation 
coefficient. 
Furthermore, Sample is a subset of population (Marczyk at al., 2005 : 18). 
The sample of the present research is sampling Gall et al (2003 : 174) claim that 
cluster is more feasible to select group of individuals not individuals from a 
defined population. The cluster sampling of this research is Class B, which is 
selected at random. 
The research data were collected by direct and indirect technique. Direct 
technique is the technique to collect the data by direct observation in the 
classroom, and the indirect technique was the technique to collect from the 




The tools to collect the data are as follows : first, checklist item table, 
checklist item table using in the classroom observation, contain the misbehavior 
problem that usually appear in the classroom. Second, report book. The score of 
the English learning achievement refer to the score that is shown in the transcript 
book at the end of semester, consist of daily work, daily test, mid test and final 
test. 
To compute the correlation of the students misbehavior with English learning 
achievement in learning, this form is applied : 
 
Form to Compute 
 
ʳxy  =  
 
Legend : 
ʳxy      =  The correlation coefficient between X and Y variable 
XY       =  The sum of misbehavior times of the students’ examination score 
X       =  The sum of the students’ misbehavior items 
Y          =  The sum of the students achievement  
N          =  The sum of sample  
X²        =  The square of students’ misbehavior 
Y²        =  The square of students’ achievement in English  
         (Arikunto, 1993:6) 
 
The sum of misbehavior times of the students (XY) is computed by the total 
of misbehavior that students did is added to total score all of the students. Y is 
computed by   where X is the Total of students misbehavior and N is the sum of 
sample. 
The finding result of misbehavior correlation  with the achievement will be 
classified into the criteria of correlation coefficient that we can see detailed 
bellow: 
        Table 1 
The Criteria of Correlation Coefficient 
Coefficient                Relationship 
 
0.80 – 1.00                very high correlation 
 
0.60 – 0.79                    substantial correlation 
 
0.40 – 0.59                  moderate correlation 
 
 





0.00 – 0.19                     negliable  
 
The result of the correlation is check into r (correlation) table product 
moment correlation, if r < 0 (has negative correlation); r = 0 (has no correlation) ; 
r > 0 (has positive correlation) 
 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Finding 
In this part the writer will explained about how the teachers teach the students 
in the classroom. The teachers explained the material using mix language, but 
most of the time she’s using English in the classroom. She’s explaining the 
material in English, but if the students didn’t understand about the material, she 
explained it again in Indonesia. Before start the lesson, she always gave advice to 
the students, or asked the students “are you ready to study today?”, and she knew 
well her students’ name with their score, When she asked the answer of the 
questions, she asked students who has low score in the classroom, and gave an 
applause for students who did a great job. If the students didn’t want to read or 
answer the question, she forced the students to come in front of the class. When 
the students talked with their friend, she went to that students and asked what are 
the problem they were talking about. For the students who slept in the classroom, 
she asked to answer the questions. Because she always asked the students to come 
in front of the class to write their answer, the students crowded at the in front of 
the classroom. 
From the 13 misbehavior that writer observe, the most behavior that students 
did is looking outside, beside, back and front.  
The analyzing of the correlation between the students’ misbehavior and the 
students’ achievement in learning English is by using pearson product moment. 
The frequency of the students’ misbehavior is “X” and the student achievement is 
“Y”.  
Analyzing Student’s Misbehavior 
 
 Legend :  
 N : students Number 
 X : score of misbehavior that the students did 
 Y : the average score of each students 
 
     ʳxy  =  
       =   
    





   So, the correlation of students misbehavior with English learning 
achievement of year-Eight students has negative correlation (-0.77 < 0 ) and we 




 Misbehavior of the students has a negative correlation to the students 
learning achievement. For this case, it could be seen from their achievement 
score. Based on the writer observation, the misbehavior that typically appear in 
the classroom is looking outside, beside, back and front. When they are studying 
in the classroom they often looking at the outside of the classroom. Especially 
when someone passing by their classroom. 
In generally cases, the misbehavior the students often do is talking. The 
students often talk with loudly voice and it does not relate on the subject (English 
subject), and they sing with loudly voice (singing loudly) it to while answering 
teachers’ question. As the result, the teaching and learning process could be 
disturbed, specially English subject. Every week the students always make the 
same noise. The time allocated for studying often used for the teacher to warn and 
advice them. So, that the time allocated become useless. 
The misbehavior students do not concentrate to the teachers explanation and 
the subject. And the average score of the students who are doing the misbehavior 
is different with the student who do not doing misbehavior. Misbehavior make 
uncomfortable to the other students and is psychologically unsafe for teacher and 
students. 
Based on the explanation above, the result could be seen from the students 
who are doing misbehavior, because most of them come to school only to play 
than listen to the teacher’s explanation or do the exercise. More over, how 
significantly does misbehavior influences the students learning achievement of 
SMP Negeri 16. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
In this research, the writer comes to the conclusion and suggestion. The 
conclusion and suggestion as follows : (a) From the classroom observation 
analysis the writer found that the typical misbehavior that always appear in the 
classroom is looking outside, beside, back and front. (b) The lowest frequency 
directed to the male students. And the highest frequency of misbehavior directed 
to female students. (c) The writer discovered that the students’ misbehavior in 
learning English had negative correlation (-0.77) toward the students’ 
achievement in English subject. It means that there is a negative correlation 
between students’ misbehavior and the students English learning achievement. 
The conclusion is, more discipline students in learning English, more competent 







Beside conclusion, the suggestions are another important part of this research. 
The following suggestions are : (a) English that is considered as one of difficult 
subject to be mastered. The students must pay attention to the lesson given to be 
able to comprehend it well, while teacher should be capable to draw the students’ 
attention in teaching – learning process. (b) The teachers should be develop 
challenging, interesting and exciting lessons and treat students well. The teacher 
also should give more attention to the students who did misbehavior (c) Parents 
should motivate the children to learn harder by giving a reward such as attention 
because students may feel their attempts are appreciated by their parents. By 
having a reward, students may improve their achievement. And doing home 
punishment such as time out when the children did inappropriate behavior. With 
time out, children physically removed from the opportunity to receive attention or 
reward. During this time children is given the time to think about inappropriate 
behavior that they did after that parents should talk to them and suggest them not 
to do the same mistake again. (d) The writer hopes that English study program can 
take into account the students’ misbehavior as one of the topic given for micro-
teaching. The students’ misbehavior often became the major problem to be solved 
by some teacher-training students. The writer wishes that this research result is 
not only to help teacher in preventing, understanding, controlling their students’ in 
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